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The Master of Urban + Environmental Planning Degree 
 
WELCOME! 
 
OVERVIEW AND PHILOSOPHY 

The Master of Urban and Environmental Planning degree is designed to prepare students to become significant 
contributors to social change and development as professional planners in a variety of public, private, and non-profit 
settings. The title of our department is Urban and Environmental Planning. We believe it is necessary to consider 
both the urban and environmental aspects of a setting to address its issues, problems, and opportunities. We are as 
much concerned with the economy and issues of equity as we are with the environment, and find it more useful to 
emphasize linkages than distinctions. We hope to inspire our students to have the same enthusiasm we feel for 
addressing the planning needs of sustainable communities. 
 
The Graduate Program in Urban and Environmental Planning is accredited by the Planning Accreditation Board 
(PAB). The PAB is sponsored jointly by the American Institute of Certified Planners and the Association of Collegiate 
Schools of Planning. 
 
Degree Requirements  
(!!! The Graduate Record is binding and directs SIS. See the record in the Appendix. This narrative is 
intended to explain the degree to you.) 
 
The requirements for the degree consist of 49 credit hours:  

•   22 credit hours in the required core courses,  
•   15 credit hours of electives that constitute a student-defined concentration,  
•   4 credit hours in a fourth-semester required planning practicum,  
•   3 credit hours in another planning application course,  
•   3 credit hours in an environment elective 
•   2 credit hours in open electives.  

 
Elective courses can be those offered by the department, as well as those available through other departments in the 
School and University. Students who have transferred from other planning programs may warrant advanced standing 
and be able to complete the planning program in less than two years.  
 
Core Courses:   

PLAN 6010 Fundamentals of Planning (3 credits) 
PLAN 6020  Methods of Community Research and Engagement (3 credits) 
PLAN 6030 Introduction to GIS (3 credits) 
PLAN 6040 Quantitative Methods of Planning Analysis (4 credits) 
PLAN 6050 Law, Land and the Environment (3 credits)  
PLAN 6070 Planning Theory and Practice (3 credits)  
 
One Environmental Core Elective (3 credits) – Select from PLAN 5810 Sustainable Communities; PLAN 5830 
Environmental Policy and Planning; PLAN5840 Environmental Ethics and Planning; PLAN 6860 Cities+ Nature (or 
others with consent of your advisor) 
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Planning Application Courses: Students must take PLAC 6090 Planning Practicum (4 credits); this is the capstone 
experience for the degree in which students work in self-formed teams on a real community-based project.  In addition 
to 6090, all students must take one additional planning application course (PLAC). PLACs combine theory and 
application and are project-based. These are listed each semester in the Student Information System (SIS). Their 
subject matter will rotate and reflect the different fields of land use planning, housing, community development, 
environmental impact analysis, social planning, transportation planning, neighborhood analysis, and other subjects.  
This PLAC should be aligned with the students self-directed concentration. 
 
Internship: Students must complete an internship during the summer between the first and second years of study or 
prior to entering the university. The internship is an approved ten-week assignment in an agency, firm, or organization 
engaged in planning related activities. It takes place during the summer between the first and second years of study, 
for which no course credit is given and no tuition is charged. Prior work experience may satisfy this requirement.   
 
There is a two-part internship form which must be completed by students.  Students should complete Part 
1 of the internship form before the summer begins and Part 2 in September after the internship is completed. Forms 
should be signed by Advisors and uploaded to our Collab internship site.  
 
Students are encouraged to take courses throughout the School and University.  The School of Law, the School of 
Engineering and Applied Science, the Darden Graduate School of Business Administration, and the Graduate School 
of Arts and Sciences all offer a variety of courses that are available to you. 
 
As many as six credits may be gained by independent study. These credits are granted only when the coursework or 
subject has been approved in advance by the faculty. Guidelines for independent studies are found in the 
Appendices of this Handbook. 

Self-Directed Concentrations:  Given the changing nature of planning practice, students now have the opportunity to 
set up their own tailored concentrations, which we call “self-directed concentrations.”  The main parameters for this is 
a required advising session with your advisor toward the end of your first semester.  Together you will discuss your 
main interests (e.g., transportation, climate change, health, food systems) and identify a coherent course of study to 
build knowledge and skills in that area.  There is a required Self-Directed concentration form (located in the 
Appendices) that needs to be filled in and filed in the Concentrations folder on Collab. 
 
OTHER OPPORTUNITIES 
Advanced Standing Graduates of accredited undergraduate planning programs will be considered for advanced 
standing in special cases. A minimum of 30 graduate credits must be completed at the University of Virginia. The 
advanced standing opportunity is intended for students with strong undergraduate records and at least a 3.3 
cumulative GPA.  See the details in the 4+1 Option in the Appendix. 
 
Dual Degrees These programs are available with the departments in the School of Architecture and various 
departments of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences. Dual degree programs are also available with the School 
of Law, the Batten School of Leadership and Public Policy, the School of Graduate Engineering and Applied Science, 
and the Medical School for the Master of Public Health Degree.  Students must be admitted to each program under 
their set of requirements. Interested students should consult the DUEP chair and the graduate advisor for the 
other programs.  
 
Programs Abroad   The School of Architecture offers several programs abroad.  Planning students may, with 
approval, spend a semester in one of these programs. (See the School website.)  Students should confer with their 
Advisor before starting any program to ensure the credits can count toward degree requirements. 
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Institute for Environmental Negotiation (IEN) Negotiation, mediation, and other interactive and consultative 
problem-solving approaches are increasingly important in planning, policy making and in the resolution of 
development controversies. The Institute for Environmental Negotiation of the Department of Urban and 
Environmental Planning is a major resource for the provision of conflict resolution skills. The Institute sponsors 
visiting mediation practitioners, offers courses in negotiation skills and public involvement, and provides training 
opportunities through assistantships. More can be learned about IEN on the website at www.virginia.edu/ien. IEN is 
located at 2015 Ivy Road, Suite 422, a ten-minute walk from Campbell Hall. IEN often has relevant internship 
opportunities for planning students.  The director of the Institute is Tanya Denckla Cobb, whose biography is in the Appendix. 
 
Historic Preservation Certificate Program: The interdisciplinary program in Historic Preservation offers master’s 
degree candidates in architecture, architectural history, landscape architecture and urban and environmental planning 
the opportunity to expand their professional studies through specialized training in the ethics and practice of historic 
preservation. Preservation has grown increasingly important in defining a civic sense of place, buttressing sustainable 
communities, conserving urban neighborhoods, protecting rural and scenic areas, and enriching public understanding 
of social, cultural, and architectural history. The program provides the opportunities for graduate students to develop 
the skills and expertise of the preservation practitioner within their own discipline, while at the same time studying 
the breadth of preservation work in related fields. Faculty from all four departments in the School of Architecture 
and distinguished visiting practitioners teach the preservation courses. 
 
In order to ensure proper academic advising and program coordination, students interested in the Historic 
Preservation Program should attend the program meeting at the start of the Fall semester and/or consult with the 
director of that program, Andrew Johnston.  
 
Urban Design Certificate Program:  The School of Architecture also offers an urban design certificate.  Students 
interested in this should consult with Mona El Khafif, the director, as the program is currently under revision.  
Planning students normally have to take a summer program, called the Summer Design Institute to qualify. 
 
Individualized Study: Students are welcome to pursue any of several individualized opportunities for academic 
credit.  These include master's theses, independent study, and field study. Approval in advance of the start of the 
work by a faculty advisor who will take responsibility for grading the work is required, and in some instances, the 
entire faculty will review the proposal.  Ample time should be permitted for this process. 
 
Program policy permits as many as six hours of credit to be gained by individualized study.  In unusual circumstances, 
a graduate independent study course may be created which permits a regularly scheduled undergraduate course to 
serve as a basis for graduate credit, usually with additional work specified by the student's adviser and/or the course 
instructor. This unusual measure might be authorized in cases where a course suitable for a student's Planning 
Concentration is not offered at the graduate level or where an audit of an undergraduate course would work 
unnecessary hardships or conflict in attaining graduate level courses.  This procedure will not be authorized for 
taking what is essentially remedial undergraduate work. 
 
Master’s Thesis: The master’s thesis is optional. Students interested in completing a these should consult with the 
Advisor and also look at the official Thesis Guidelines document available from the Department. It describes the 
reasons a student might opt for a thesis, a timetable for establishing a committee and developing a prospectus, 
and various completion requirements.  Students choosing a thesis must submit a writing sample to the proposed 
faculty advisor; faculty are also entitled to ask a student to first do a course with them prior to agreeing to be a thesis 
advisor. A thesis is a major undertaking with a variety of strict procedural requirements and students are encouraged 
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to consider whether an independent study might allow them to achieve their objectives with greater flexibility. Each 
year, 1-2 students elect to pursue the master’s thesis option. 
 
Core Course Waiver:  When a student has previously completed a course, earning a grade of B or better, which 
has been demonstrated to be the counterpart of a Core Course in the Department of Urban and Environmental 
Planning at UVA, the student’s advisor may suggest, upon consultation with the instructor of the course to be 
waived, that the department chair eliminate/waive the requirement for that student to take the UVA core course.  
No reduction in hours for the degree results from waiving a course. 
 
ADVISING & MENTORING 

 
Each graduate student is assigned an advisor from among the Planning faculty. All faculty members are available for 
consultation and advice about curricular and professional development matters throughout the semester whether they 
are a student’s assigned advisor or not. Because the Department has built considerable flexibility into its requirements, 
advising and mentoring are important components of the program.  Not only should students consult their advisors 
about what courses they are planning to take but they should also plan to spend some time during each semester in 
general conversation with their advisor about careers, personal outlooks, concerns and accomplishments.   
 
It is important that students feel at ease with advisors and that their substantive interests in planning topics match. 
Therefore, students may request a change in faculty advisor at any time. To request a change, simply email the 
departmental assistant indicating the former and the requested advisor; be sure to alert the professors prior to doing 
this. 
 
  



	  
	  

5	  

DEPARTMENT OF URBAN & ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING GRADUATE 
STUDENTS AND ADVISORS 

2017~2018 
Name Advisor Name Degree Expected 

Graduation 
Term 

Admission 
Admit Term 

Eitler, Andrew Thomas Bassett MUEP 2019 Spring 2017 Fall 
Hyter, Julian Bassett MUEP 2019 Spring 2017 Fall 
McCollum, Kevin Joseph Bassett MUEP 2019 Spring 2017 Fall 
Nowak, Elizabeth Danielle Bassett MUEP 2018 Spring 2016 Fall 
Schlein, Kelsey Alexis Bassett MUEP 2019 Spring 2017 Fall 
Votroubek, Emily Patricia Bassett MUEP 2019 Spring 2017 Fall 
Altshuler, Eitan Meir Beatley  MUEP 2018 Spring 2016 Fall 
Asgari Borumand, Narges Beatley MUEP 2020 Spring 2018 Spring 
Gardner, Brittany Beatley MUEP 2018 Spring 2016 Fall 
Hendley, Kathryn Anastasia Beatley MUEP 2019 Spring 2017 Spring 
Hou,Xingqi Beatley MUEP 2019 Spring 2017 Fall 
Lawler, Anna-Elizabeth Beatley MUEP 2019 Spring 2017 Fall 
Middlebrooks, Mennen Tyler Beatley MUEP 2018 Spring 2016 Fall 
Morley, Thomas Frederick Beatley MUEP 2019 Spring 2017 Fall 
Mullet, Abigale Elizabeth Beatley MUEP 2019 Spring 2017 Fall 
Zhou, Yangpeinuo Beatley MUEP 2018 Spring 2016 Fall 
Baker, Dorothy Huang MUEP 2018 Spring 2016 Fall 
Bhairavabhatla, Haritha Huang MUEP 2018 Spring 2016 Fall 
Claflin, Marnissa Jenise Huang MUEP 2019 Spring 2017 Fall 
Cui, He Huang MUEP 2018 Spring 2016 Fall 
Dong, Boning Huang MUEP 2018 Spring 2016 Fall 
Kanellopoulos, Victoria Rachel Huang MUEP 2018 Spring 2016 Fall 
Khodabakhsh, Hafez Huang MUEP 2019 Spring 2017 Spring 
Lloyd, Haley Keenan Huang MUEP 2018 Spring 2016 Fall 
Morrison, James Henry Huang MUEP 2018 Spring 2016 Fall 
Winchester, Timothy Dean Huang MUEP 2019 Spring 2017 Fall 
Ahuja, Gundeep Singh Mondschein MUEP 2018 Spring 2016 Fall 
Clark, Aaron Mondschein MUEP 2019 Spring 2017 Fall 
Diallo, Alpha Boubacar Mondschein MUEP 2018 Spring 2016 Fall 
Elliott, Nicholas Graham Mondschein MUEP 2018 Spring 2016 Fall 
Jin, Yuhan Mondschein MUEP 2018 Spring 2016 Fall 
Waldmeier Zachary Taft Mondschein MUEP 2019 Spring 2015 Fall 
Dong, Kun Roe MUEP 2018 Spring 2016 Fall 
Hodges II, Marvin Roe MUEP 2018 Spring 2016 Fall 
Kong, Qiuhan Roe MUEP 2018 Spring 2016 Fall 
Munyan, Elizabeth Cary Roe MUEP 2018 Spring 2016 Fall 
Mwasunga, Peter Ally Roe MUEP 2019 Spring 2017 Fall 
Redd, Daniel Jacob Roe MUEP 2019 Spring 2017 Fall 
Smith, Alicia Meriwether Roe MUEP 2019 Spring 2017 Fall 
Whitworth, Janie Forsyth Day Roe MUEP 2019 Spring 2017 Fall 
Xu, Yiqing Roe MUEP 2019 Spring 2017 Fall 
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Name Advisor Name Degree Expected 
Graduation 
Term 

Admission 
Admit Term 

Abbah, Ucha Chinyere Wilson MUEP 2019 Spring 2017 Fall 
Coleman, Kaitlyn Rose Wilson MUEP 2019 Spring 2017 Fall 
Conrad, Amanda Marie Wilson MUEP 2019 Spring 2017 Fall 
Garrett, Emily Wilson MUEP 2019 Spring 2017 Fall 
Haynes, Rachel Althea Wilson MUEP 2019 Spring 2017 Fall 
Krantz, Kara Jane Wilson MUEP 2018 Spring 2016 Fall 
Madray, Chantal Avani Wilson MUEP 2018 Spring 2016 Fall 
Oliver, Alyson Elizabeth Wilson MUEP 2018 Spring 2016 Fall 
Yang, Jinlong Wilson MUEP 2018 Spring 2016 Fall 
Zhou, Zhuoya Wilson MUEP 2019 Spring 2017 Fall 

 
 
ACTIVITIES FOR PLANNING STUDENTS 

 
Student Planners Association 
All students may be members of the Student Planners Association (SPA).  SPA engages in a variety of educational, 
social, and public service activities which the members determine. SPA also has designated the President or Vice 
President as their official representative to regular faculty meetings. The President of SPA this year is Alyson Oliver 
who can be emailed at aeo5ja@virginia.edu.  
 
Student Membership in the American Planning Association 
Students enrolled as Planning degree candidates are eligible for student memberships in the American Planning 
Association at a reduced rate. Membership application forms are available from the Department Assistant. 
 
Lectures and Workshops 
Many lectures are held each year, sponsored by the School, by departments, or by student organizations. All students 
are invited to these events.  Keep an eye out for posters and emails! 
 
Other School of Architecture Organizations and Activities 
Planning students are eligible for participation in other School of Architecture activities, such as publishing with 
Catalyst and participating in social activities like the Beaux Arts Ball. 
 

SUPPORT IN THE SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE AND UNIVERSITY 
 
Helpful People 
Our Department Assistant, Shelley Miller, is located in Room 226 of Campbell Hall. Her number is 434-924-1428 and 
her email address is swm3r@eservices.virginia.edu. She will normally be aware of most things taking place in the 
department. Stop by, introduce yourself and say hello. 
 
If you have a problem for which you do not know the appropriate channel, the Dean’s Assistant, Mara McCray Hilliar, 
434 924 7019, (Room 206) will know who you should contact. 
 
Dick Smith is the Manager of Facilities and Equipment and is the person to see about checking out cameras 
and other equipment. He is in charge of maintaining rooms and furniture and assuring that students use the building 
and equipment in compliance with fire and safety codes.  His office is 118 Campbell Hall and his email is 
dicksmith@virginia.edu. The School Registrar (Sharon McDonald) maintains your official file including records of your 



	  
	  

7	  

grades and credits.  This office plays a central role at registration each term, with dropping and adding courses at 
other times during each term, with transfers and with graduation.  Other questions you have about courses and 
grades are likely to be answered here. Her office is 202 Campbell Hall and her email is slf7a@virginia.edu. 
 
The Graduate Admissions and Financial Aid Office is located in 225 Campbell Hall, together oversee financial aid 
and work study for students in the Architecture School. 
 
Computers: The School has several computer labs equipped with workstations and peripherals.   More detailed 
information about these facilities, accounts, and use policies can be found on the School's web site at 
http://www.arch.virginia.edu/Service_Request.  Other computer labs are available throughout the grounds. Students 
can secure computer services by having a course account or by an individual research account. The University’s 
Department of Information Technology and Communications (ITC) provides a series of short courses each 
semester to introduce students to the services provided.  
 
Office of International Student and Scholar Programs (Minor Hall, 2nd floor, 982-3010).  This office and the 
International Center are provided to serve the international community. International students and research 
personnel are required to register at this office upon arriving in Charlottesville as a part of their immigration 
procedures.   Information on immigration policies and advice on immigration problems are two of its principal 
functions. Equally important are the office’s services as liaison between the international student, the University, and 
the Charlottesville-Albemarle community.   It aids the students in their personal adjustment to American life and 
seeks solutions to housing, financial, and other problems which may arise during their stay at the University. The 
International Center, 21 University Circle (924-7983), offers social and cultural activities and an informal setting where 
students may spend leisure time.  A full description of the university’s international engagements can be found at 
http://www.virginia.edu/international/ . 
 
Counseling Center: The University Counseling Center provides assistance to students in management of time and 
in coping with stress.  Much of this assistance is provided through discussion groups organized and guided by 
Counseling Center staff.  Assistance for more severe personal problems also is available at the Counseling Center. 
 
The Writing Center: The University provides guidance and direction in developing a student's writing skills.  Trained 
English tutors help professional and other students by focusing on regularly assigned work. 
 
Facilities in the A-School 
The Fine Arts Cafe is located on the ground floor at the northeast corner of the east wing of the school. A variety of 
sandwiches, soups and other foods are available when classes and exams are in session. 
 
The School maintains a supply store (the A&S Supply Shop) on the first floor of Campbell Hall at which you may 
purchase graphic supplies, often at lower prices than at commercial stores. 
 
A wood shop is available for student use on the first floor of the School.  Rules for use and access are established 
by Melissa Goldman, Fabrication Facilities Manager. 
 
Mailboxes.  Student mailboxes are located on the first floor in the alcove near the Fine Arts Cafe. 
 
Lockers.  Lockers are available in the Reading Room (Room 119A) for stowing planning students’ books, jackets, 
lunches, etc. See the Department Assistant, Shelley Miller to obtain a key.  A $2 refundable deposit is required. 
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STUDENT ROLES, RESPONSIBILITIES AND RIGHTS 
 
In addition to the generally expected roles of a student at the University described in the University Record, the 
Planning Department extends opportunities for student’s participation on a number of matters of concern to both 
students and faculty. 
 
Faculty Meetings. SPA regularly sends an official representative to faculty meetings, but other students may also 
attend to ask questions, make requests, or simply listen. Students are welcome at these meetings, except for 
confidential matters such as personnel, individual student problems, financial aid, and student records. 
 
Trouble-Shooting: If problems arise with regard to courses or other matters, discussion with the instructor usually 
is the best first step.  If that seems inappropriate, you should seek advice from your faculty advisor, the Department 
Chair, or the Associate Dean.  Faculty members are accustomed to handling such matters discreetly. 
 
Honor Code.  The goal of the University of Virginia Honor Code is to build a community of trust across the University 
community.  It prohibits lying, cheating, or stealing.  The Honor Code is enforced by the Student Honor Committee 
which makes determinations of guilt or innocence based on three criteria, 1) whether the alleged act occurred, 2) its 
intentionality, and 3) its non-triviality. If you have questions about the University of Virginia Honor Code please contact 
the School's representatives or call the Honor offices at (434) 924-7602. In addition, you may find more information 
at http://www.virginia.edu/honor/.  If you have questions about special cases in the context of the School of 
Architecture’s curriculum (e.g., group work), contact your academic advisor. 
 
Course Evaluations.  Individual courses are evaluated on-line by students at the end of each Term. These 
evaluations are anonymous. They are for the use of the instructor and the Department Chair after the conclusion 
of each course.  They also become part of the record which the Department Chair compiles about the teaching record 
of each faculty member when the tenured members of the Department faculty consider the credentials of candidates 
for tenure and promotion. Both of these are important subjects and evaluations of courses by students are taken 
seriously by the faculty. Anonymity places a special burden on students to be fair and as objective as possible in their 
course evaluations. UVA students have access to evaluations for most courses. 
 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
 
Graduate students have two sources of financial aid at the University of Virginia: the School/Department and the 
University Financial Aid to Students Office. It is essential that students meet the deadlines for applying and it 
is recommended that they confirm receipt of materials after they have been submitted. 
 
The Department of Urban & Environmental Planning is allocated several different funds each year for financial aid.  
These include fellowships, graduate assistantships and teaching and research assistantships. Faculty know their 
research needs and as well as their need for graduate assistantships.  These will be announced at orientation as 
well as throughout the school year, generally through email.  Assistantships and work study generally require 10 
hours of work per week assisting faculty or the Department in course material preparation, grading, or research 
activities.   
 
Each Spring Term current students will be asked to apply for financial aid through the Department. Careful 
consideration will be given to the needs as expressed on the application form.  Financial Aid awards are for 
one-year only.  However, continued aid is the norm when financial need and satisfactory academic progress 
continues. 
 
Additional work opportunities emerge from time to time during the semester as the result of Faculty research and 
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consulting.  Local agencies also have some paid internships during the academic year and the summer. 
 
The office of Financial Aid makes determination and awards of grants, loans and work-study funds. They 
determine financial need through the standardized Financial Analysis Form (FAF) and match that need with the 
sources available to the University.  Applications are normally due the end of March. Awards are usually not 
announced until mid-July or early August.  Awards of aid by the Department will affect the determination of need by 
the Financial Aid Office.    
 
Once it has been determined which students qualify for work study, the Department Chair will let faculty know 
which students have this form of support. Work study may qualify students for as much as 20 hours of work per 
week but it is recommended that students work no more than 10 hours per week.  Questions about financial aid should 
be directed to the Department Chair. 



 
 
 
 

APPENDICES 
 
 
 

Graduate Record for MUEP, 2017-2018 (Binding for class of 2019) 
 
 

Flow chart of course work for MUEP 
 
 

MUEP Self Designed Concentration Form (must file by January of 2018) 
 
 

Internship form (file both before starting  and after the internship is completed)  
 
 

DUEP Faculty Profiles 
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Graduate Record 2017-2018University of Virginia

Master of Urban and Environmental Planning

 Return to: Graduate School of Architecture: Departments/Programs 

Admission

Students from a wide range of academic backgrounds are admitted to the Master of Urban and Environmental Planning
degree program. Applicants with an accredited bachelor’s degree in the social sciences, engineering, design, or liberal arts
contribute to the vitality of the program and to the field of planning.

Overview and Philosophy

The Master of Urban and Environmental Planning degree is a professional degree aimed at individuals interested in
planning and creating healthy, safe, livable and equitable communities. Students in this degree program obtain the analytical
skills, technical tools, theoretical insights, and applied experience needed to make them effective, ethical and compassionate
professionals. 

A distinctive feature of our program is our commitment to community engagement, collaborative planning, and
sustainability. While sustainability is addressed in specific courses with that title, it provides the underlying framework for
virtually all of the department’s courses. The name of our department is Urban and Environmental Planning. We believe it is
necessary to consider both the urban and environmental aspects of a setting to address its issues, problems, and
opportunities. We are as much concerned with the economy and issues of equity as we are with the environment and find it
more useful to emphasize linkages than distinctions. We hope to inspire our students to share our enthusiasm for addressing
the planning needs of sustainable communities.

The degree requires 49 credits: 22 in the core generalist courses, 15 for a self-defined concentration, 3 in a required PLAN
environment elective, 7 credits in 2 PLAC electives and one 2 credit elective. Graduate courses (5000-level or higher) are
selected from those in the department and in other departments in the School and University. Students earning dual degrees
or who have transferred from other planning programs may warrant advanced standing and be able to complete the
planning program in less than two years. Students may take more than the minimum 49 credits if their schedules allow it.

Courses taken at other institutions are normally not accepted. Under exceptional circumstances a petition along with
supporting materials (i.e. syllabus and work samples) may be submitted to receive an exemption from taking a required
course. Candidates are required to fulfill the total degree credit requirement regardless of course exemptions granted.
Petitions are to be submitted to the instructor of the course for which a waiver is desired; the Graduate Director must
approve the waiver.

The Core Courses Required of All Students

Core Generalist Courses:
PLAN 6010 - Fundamentals of Planning Credits: 3
PLAN 6020 - Methods of Community Research and Engagement Credits: 3
PLAN 6030 - Introduction to GIS Credits: 3
PLAN 6040 - Quantitative Methods of Planning Analysis Credits: 4
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PLAN 6050 - Law, Land and the Environment Credits: 3
PLAN 6060 - Collaborative Planning Process for Sustainability Credits: 3
PLAN 6070 - Planning Theory and Practice Credits: 3
Planning Practicum:
PLAC 6090 - Planning Practicum Credits: 4
Required Environmental Course  Choose 1 from:
PLAN 5810 - Sustainable Communities Credits: 3 OR
PLAN 5830 - Environmental Policy and Planning Credits: 3 OR
PLAN 5840 - Ethics of Environmental & Cities Credits: 3 OR
PLAN 6860 - Cities + Nature Credits: 3
OR another urban planning course approved by the department chair

Planning Application Courses (PLAC)

In addition to the above courses, all students must take one additional planning application course (PLAC). This course
should be taken within the first three semesters of residency. A planning application course combines theory and practice,
emphasizing application through a project approach. These are listed each semester through the Student Information System
(SIS), with their subject matter rotating among land use planning, housing, community development, environmental impact
analysis, social planning, transportation planning, neighborhood analysis, and other subjects.

Student Directed Planning Concentrations

In addition to completing the basic curriculum, students meet with their advisors to plan courses of specialized study called
Planning Concentrations (PCs). Their purpose is to enable students to develop deeper expertise in a specific area (like
transportation, housing, design) of greatest interest to them. Planning Concentrations should be crafted in consultation with
departmental advisors; advisors have a template of courses that serve as foundation courses as well as complementary
electives.  Of the 15 credits required for the concentration, at least 2 courses must be drawn from the planning department
(i.e., be PLAN classes.)  Additionally, each self-directed planning concentration must include an appropriate PLAC. Students
enrolled in specific certificate programs, such as the urban design and historic preservation certificates explained below,
should use the certificate program as their planning concentration.

Certificate Programs

Certificate in Historic Preservation

Emphasizes the preservation of buildings, landscapes, and places of special interest to communities. Local planning
agencies and architectural review boards prepare nominations for buildings or districts, or create strategies to take
advantage of historic assets for economic development. State offices of historic preservation, non-profit preservation
advocacy groups, and private consultants are all involved in historic preservation. An interest in historic preservation
may be combined with housing and community development or with land use and growth management. Students may
earn a Certificate in Historic Preservation, which requires 15 credit hours.

Certificate in Urban Design

Emphasizes the design of the public realm and the role public space plays in achieving societal goals like enhancing
quality of life, fostering economic development and maintaining/improving environmental quality. Students interested
in the certificate in urban design should consult the Graduate Record for curricular requirements and contact the urban
design program coordinator regarding admission.

Internship
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The degree has a required internship requirement.  An internship is an approved ten-week assignment in an agency, firm, or
organization engaged in planning activities. It takes place during the summer between the first and second years of study,
for which no course credit is given and no tuition is charged.  Students are required to secure their own internships.  Prior
work experience may satisfy this requirement.   Students seeking a waiver of the internship requirement must confer with
the Graduate Director for approval.

Two-Year Program Summary

A typical two-year program leading to the Master of Urban and Environmental Planning degree would follow this general
pattern. The environmental course requirement may be taken in any semester.

First Year

Fall Semester - Credits: 12 Spring Semester - Credits: 13

PLAN 6010 - Fundamentals of Planning, Credits: 3 
PLAN 6020 - Methods of Community Research and
Engagement, Credits: 3 
PLAN 6030 - Introduction to GIS, Credits: 3 
Elective Course, Credits: 3

PLAN 6040 - Quantitative Methods of Planning
Analysis, Credits: 4 
PLAN: Required Environmental course, Credits: 3
PLAN Elective for Concentration, Credits: 3
Elective course, Credits: 3 

Summer Session  

Internship in a planning agency, organization, or firm
(no credit).

 

Second Year

Fall Semester - Credits: 12 Spring Semester - Credits: 12

PLAC - Application course, Credits: 3
PLAN 6050 - Law, Land and the Environment,
Credits: 3 
PLAN 6060 - Collaborative Planning Process for
Sustainability, Credits: 3 
PLAN 6070 - Planning Theory and Practice, Credits:
3 

PLAC 6090 - Planning Practicum, Credits: 4 
PLAN Elective for Concentration, Credits: 3
Elective course, Credits: 3
Elective course, Credits: 2

Degree Total - 49 Credits

Note:   As many as six credits may be gained by independent study for approved projects or work experience. These
credits are granted only when the work or subject has been approved in advance by the faculty. Normally, the
independent study credits include periodic faculty review, appropriate readings, and a final report in the form of an
analytical paper or case study.

In regards to non-PLAN electives, students are encouraged to take graduate courses (5000-level or higher) throughout
the School and University. The Batten School of Leadership and Public Policy, the Darden Graduate School of Business
Administration, the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, the School of Engineering and Applied Science, and the
School of Law all offer a variety of courses appropriate for degree requirements, particularly for student-designed
concentrations.



Master of Urban & Environmental Planning 2017/18
First Year Second Year

Total credits: 50  Fall: 12 credits   Spring: 13 credits  Summer Internship  Fall: 12 credits   Spring: 13 credits

 
      

P

Curriculum Notes
1. As many as six credits may be gained by independent study for approved projects or work experience. These credits are granted only when the 
work or subject has been approved in advance by the faculty. Normally, the independent study credits include periodic faculty review, appropriate 
readings, and a final report in the form of an analytical paper or case study.
2. In regards to non-PLAN electives, students are encouraged to take graduate courses (5000-level or higher) throughout the School and University. 
The Batten School of Leadership and Public Policy, the Darden Graduate School of Business Administration, the Graduate School of Arts and 
Sciences, the School of Engineering and Applied Science, and the School of Law all offer a variety of courses appropriate for degree requirements, 
particularly for student-designed concentrations. 
3. The degree has a required internship requirement.  An internship is an approved ten-week assignment in an agency, firm, or organization engaged 
in planning activities. It takes place during the summer between the first and second years of study, for which no course credit is given and no tuition 
is charged.  Students are required to secure their own internships.  Prior work experience may satisfy this requirement.  Students seeking a waiver 
of the internship requirement must confer with the Graduate Director for approval.

PLAN
Urban & Environmental 
Planning

V/DM
Visual/ Digital Media

H/T 
History/ Theory

H/E
Humanities/ Electives

PLAN 6030
Intro to GIS

3

PLAN 6010
Fundamentals of 
Planning 3

PLAN 6070
Planning Theory and 
Practice 3

PLAN 6090
Planning Practicum

4

Open Elective
3

Open Elective
3

Open Elective
3

Open Elective
3

PLAN 6020
Methods of Community 
Research and Engagement 3

PLAN 6040
Quantitative Methods 
of Planning Analysis

4

PLAN

3

PLAN
3

(Elect. for concentration)

Environmental Course

Internship
In a planning agency, 
organization, or firm          
(no credit)

PLAC
Application course

3

PLAN 6050
Law, Land and the 
Environment 3

PLAN 6060
Collaborative Planning Process 
for Sustainability 3

PLAN

3
(Elect. for concentration)

*The information contained on this diagram is for informational purposes only. The Undergraduate Record and Graduate Record represent the offi cial repository for academic 
program requirements. These publications may be found at http://records.ureg.virginia.edu/index.php.



MUEP Self-Designed Concentration Declaration Form  (Created:  October 2017) 
(Both student and advisor should retain copy; should upload on Collab site as well) 

Name of Student: _______________________________________ 

Faculty Advisor:  ________________________________________ 

Date of Meeting: ________________________________________ 

Name of Concentration: __________________________________ 

Brief Description of Concentration (Subject Matter, Objective) 

Each concentration requires 15 credits; of these 3 credits must be an appropriate PLAC. 

1) Course 1: ____________________________, Cr: ____  Semester Completed:  ___________

2) Course 1: ____________________________, Cr: ____  Semester Completed:  ___________

3) Course 1: ____________________________, Cr: ____  Semester Completed:  ___________

4) Course 1: ____________________________, Cr: ____  Semester Completed:  ___________

5) PLAC: ________________________________, Cr: ____  Semester Completed:  ___________

Signatures: 

_____________________________________ Student _________________________________ Advisor 



DEPARTMENT OF URBAN AND ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING 
 INTERNSHIP INFORMATION SHEET 

Part I is to be completed before the internship. 

Part II is to be completed after the internship. 

PART I 

1) Student First Name _____________________Last Name ___________________________ 

ID# ___________ Email _________________________________ Phone# _____________

2) Area of Concentration __________________________ &___________________________

3) Month/Year expecting to graduate    ______________

4) Internship Agency/Sponsor ___________________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________________________ 

City                                    State                   Zipcode   Country _________________ 

5) Agency Supervisor First Name _________________ Last Name______________________

Email _____________________________________ Phone# ________________________

6) What are your responsibilities to be?

_________________________________________________________________________

7) Is it a paid position?  Yes       No

If Yes, what is the salary expected?  _____________________

8) How many hours per week will be able to work?   _______For how many weeks?  ________

Faculty Advisor First Name _____________________ Last Name ______________________

Signature ____________________________________________ Date__________________ 

Form created: October 2017 



PART II (to be completed after internship) 

9) If the internship ended up being different than described in Part I, indicate in what ways it

was different.

New Internship Agency/Sponsor _______________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________

City _________________ State ______ Zipcode __________ Country _________________

Agency Supervisor First Name _________________ Last Name______________________

Email _____________________________________ Phone# ________________________

What were your responsibilities?

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Was it a paid position?     Yes      No         If Yes, what was the salary? ________________ 

How many hours per week will be able to work?   ______ For how many weeks?  ________

10) What are the skills you have gained or enhanced from the internship?

_________________________________________________________________________

11) Did the internship have an effect on your career objectives or perspectives?

_________________________________________________________________________

12) How did you find out about the internship? Why did you choose that agency/internship?

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Internship Supervisor Signature ________________________________ Date _____________ 



1 
	  

PLANNING FACULTY AND STAFF 
 
 

Ellen Bassett 
 Associate Professor & Department Chair 
 Urban and Environmental Planning 
 231 Campbell Hall, 434-924-6461  
 emb7d@virginia.edu 
 
Ellen M. Bassett is an Associate Professor in Urban and Environmental Planning and the 
Chair of the departmental.  Her areas of research interest and expertise are land use 
planning and law, climate change planning, health and the built environment, and 
international development.  She is particularly interested in community decision-making 

around land and natural resources, including understanding how different societies and cultures create institutions (like 
property rights systems or policies) for their management.  

Bassett came to U.Va. from Portland State University (PSU) in Portland, Oregon where she taught for five years in an 
urban studies program.  Prior to that, she taught at Michigan State University’s School of Planning, Design, and 
Construction.  Professor Bassett’s professional experience is in international development; she worked from 1989 to 
2001 as a technical advisor in East Africa (Kenya and Uganda) with bilateral aid agencies and international NGOs. 

One current research project is focused on planning reform in Kenya, a topic for which she received support from the US 
Fulbright program during the 2013-2014 academic year.  In a nutshell, in the last several years Kenya has radically 
reformed its system of governance by passing a new Constitution and establishing a new form of local government 
known as "devolution."  Her research is looking at these changes relative to urban land management and physical 
planning, with the overarching objective of understanding what these institutional changes mean for urban areas and for 
urban residents, including slum dwellers.  Additionally, she has begun to examine the phenomenon of "new towns" on 
the African continent, specifically in Kenya and Morocco.  Planning has a long and somewhat checkered history in 
planning entirely new cities and the research seeks to understand why there is this resurgence in interest in new towns 
at this time, how they are being designed and constructed, and the extent to which they will achieve societal goals like 
poverty reduction and slum alleviation. 

She is a co-lab leader of the African Urbanism Humanities Lab with Jim Igoe of Anthropology.  The lab's objectives, 
research areas, and membership are available at: https://emb7d1.wixsite.com/africanurbanism.   

 
Timothy Beatley 
Professor  
Environmental Planning, Sustainable Communities, Ethics 
310 Campbell Hall, 434-924-
6457 tb6d@virginia.edu 
 
Timothy Beatley is the Teresa Heinz Professor of Sustainable Communities, in the 
Department of Urban and Environmental Planning, School of Architecture at the 
University of Virginia, where he has taught for the last twenty-five years. Much of 
Beatley’s work focuses on the subject of sustainable communities, and creative 

strategies by which cities and towns can fundamentally reduce their ecological footprints, while at the same time 
becoming more livable and equitable places. Beatley believes that sustainable and resilient cities represent our best 
hope for addressing today’s environmental challenges. 

Beatley is the author or co-author of more than fifteen books on these subjects, including Green Urbanism: Learning 
from European Cities (recently translated into Chinese), Habitat Conservation Planning, Native to Nowhere: Sustaining 
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Home and Community in a Global Age, and Planning for Coastal Resilience. He has co-authored two books with 
Australian planner Peter Newman: Resilient Cities and Green Urbanism Down Under: Learning From Sustainable 
Australian Communities. Beatley’s book Ethical Land Use was declared, by the American Planning Association, to be 
one of the “100 Essential Books in Planning” (see http://www.planning.org/centennial/greatbooks/) His most recent book 
is Biophilic Cities: Integrating Nature into Urban Design and Planning, which argues that cities can and must be designed 
to permit daily contact with the natural world. It identifies a variety of means for doing this, from green walls and green 
rooftops to urban forests and sidewalk gardens. 

Beatley recently collaborated on a documentary film about green cities and urban nature, entitled The Nature of 
Cities," which has been shown on PBS (Public Broadcasting System) stations all over the U.S. He also writes a regular 
column for Planning Magazine, called Ever Green, about environmental and sustainability matters. His research has 
been funded by a variety of agencies and organizations including the National Science Foundation, Virginia Sea Grant, 
and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, among others. Beatley holds a PhD in City and Regional 
Planning from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, an MA in Political Science from UNC, a Masters of Urban 
Planning from the University of Oregon, and a Bachelors of City Planning from UVA. 

 
 

Tanya Denckla Cobb 
Director, Institute for Environmental Negotiation (IEN) 
434-924-1855 
td6n@virginia.edu 
 
Appointed as Director of the Institute for Environmental Negotiation in 2015, Tanya 
Denckla Cobb is a seasoned mediator and facilitator in environmental public policy, 
author, and teacher. Through her career she has worked for the federal government, 
state government, local and state nonprofit organizations, and as an independent 
consultant and writer. Tanya was among the first certified in 1993 by the Virginia 

Supreme Court to mediate court-referred cases and conduct training in mediation. She is a senior practitioner on the 
national Roster of Environmental Dispute Resolution and Consensus Building Professionals.  At IEN since 1997, first as 
a Senior Associate and then Associate Director, she is passionate about bringing people together to discover common 
ground and create solutions for mutual gain, and she works on a broad range of environmental, agricultural and 
community issues. In recent years at IEN, she has led action research, designed and facilitated stakeholder summits, 
and facilitated dialogues, regulatory negotiations, strategic planning, and community engagement on a broad array of 
topics – including but not limited to stormwater, urban forestry, tobacco harm reduction, nutrient management planning, 
sustainable food procurement, and coastal resilience. She co-founded the Virginia Natural Resources Leadership 
Institute in 1999, where she continues to serve as teaching faculty. She conducts seminars in conflict resolution and 
collaborative problem solving for the National Preservation Institute, and also develops customized training on demand. 
At the University, where she co-founded the UVA Food Collaborative and taught food systems planning for ten years, 
her research on the grassroots food movement led to the book, Reclaiming Our Food: How the Grassroots Food 
Movement is Changing the Way We Eat. She now leads the UVA Sustainable Food Strategy Task Force in its work to 
increase the availability of sustainable foods.  Prior to working at the IEN, she worked at the grassroots -- mediating for 
community mediation centers, co-founding and serving as Executive Director of Greener Harrisonburg, and later serving 
as Executive Director of the Virginia Urban Forest Council.  Earlier, she worked for the federal government in 
international labor rights, where she served on the U.S. Delegation to the U.N. International Labor Organization 
conference. 
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Frank Dukes 
Lecturer 
Institute for Environmental Negotiation (IEN) 
Collaborative Planning Public Involvement, Mediation and Dispute Resolution 
434-924-2041  
ed7k@virginia.edu 
 
Frank Dukes, Ph.D. is a mediator and facilitator who directed the Institute for 
Environmental Negotiation (IEN) at the University of Virginia (UVa) from 2000 to 2015 
before stepping down to concentrate on his applied work. He has convened and 

facilitated numerous collaborative change processes, including discussions involving communities affected by the 2014 
Duke Energy coal ash release, ongoing work with Appalachian communities undergoing transition in the coalfields, work 
in the Chesapeake Bay watershed, and building consensus for how the University of Virginia may best respond to sexual 
violence. 
  
He also is founder of the University & Community Action for Racial Equity (UCARE), which addresses the university’s 
legacy of slavery, segregation and its impact on the wider community. He was a member of the Charlottesville 
Commission on Race, Memorials and Public Spaces, is a member of the design team for UVA’s Memorial for Enslaved 
Laborers, and co-leads IEN’s Transforming Community Spaces project, providing guidance and support for communities 
addressing deep differences over the public representation of their racial history. 
  
He teaches collaborative planning, mediation, and a class titled “Righting Unrightable Wrongs.” He is co-founder and 
core faculty of the Virginia Natural Resources Leadership Institute.  
  
He is lead author of “Collaboration: A Guide for Environmental Advocates” and lead editor of Community-Based 
Collaboration: Bridging Socio-Ecological Theory and Practice. Another book, Resolving Public Conflict: Transforming 
Community and Governance describes how public conflict resolution procedures can assist in vitalizing democracy. With 
two colleagues he is co-author of Reaching for Higher Ground: Tools for Powerful Groups and Communities, which 
describes how diverse groups and communities can create expectations for addressing conflict with integrity, vision, and 
creativity. 
  
His most recent book is Mountaintop Mining in Appalachia, written with Susan Hirsch and published in 2014.  
  
He was awarded the 2016 John C. Casteen III Diversity-Equity-Inclusion Award for the University of Virginia, and the 
2012 Sharon M. Pickett Award for Environmental Conflict Resolution, presented by the Association for 
Conflict Resolution. 
 

Karen E. Firehock 
Lecturer 
Department of Urban and Environmental Planning 
121 Campbell Hall, 434-249-2492 
kef8w@virginia.edu 
 
Karen Firehock has taught in the department since 1999 as an adjunct faculty member. 
She teaches applied planning courses, most of which are also cross listed (credited) in 
Landscape Architecture.   Her areas of scholarship a n d  p r a c t i c e  include watershed 

planning and stormwater management, natural resource inventories and natural asset mapping, green infrastructure 
planning, environmental policies and ordinances and both site and landscape-scale design.   In late 2006, she 
cofounded the Green Infrastructure Center to help spread applied research and practice of landscape assessments 
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across Virginia and the south.   Projects and past student work can be found at www.gicinc.org/projects. She has directed 
twelve projects at multiple scales from multi-county regions, to counties, cities, towns and sites.  For the prior seven 
years, she was a Senior Associate at the UVA Institute for Environmental Negotiation.  For the previous 12 years, she 
was national Save Our Streams Program Director at Izaak Walton League of America. She has a   B.S. in Natural 
Resources Management from Univ. of MD and Master of Planning Degree from UVA. Her courses include topics in 
green infrastructure assessment and planning, watershed management, environmental ordinance development and 
finance.  She has produced a number of planning guides in watershed planning, water monitoring, erosion and sediment 
control, wetland conservation, and streambank restoration, and community based collaboration, as well as several 
professionally produced videos/DVDs. Her green infrastructure work will be published in a planning guide in fall 2012. 
Courses taught include Green Codes, design and audit of ordinances for stormwater management; Green Cities/Sites, 
site redesign to mitigate   stormwater; Green Lands, green infrastructure inventory, assessment; Watershed Management, 
environmental planning for watersheds; and Fundraising for Planners, planning finance course. She has also worked 
with many students on independent studies and a master's thesis and welcomes student research related to her fields 
of interest. 
 

 
Guoping Huang 
Assistant Professor 
Planning Methods, Digital Visualization, GIS 
320 Campbell Hall, 434-982-2194  
gh5t@virginia.edu 
 
Guoping Huang joined the faculty in 2011. His main research area the the application 
of geo-spatial tools and knowledge in design and planning. He specializes in digital 
techniques, geographic information systems (GIS), and "alternative futures" studies 
in urban and environmental planning.  His courses include Intro and Advanced GIS, 

Digital Visualization for Planners, and Theories and Methods of Landscape Planning. He has conducted a diverse set of 
award-winning research and practice projects throughout many countries. Recent projects include Richmond Riverfront 
Viewshed Study, Agro-Forestry Village Project in Mozambique, Spatial Development Planning Project for Southern 
Tanzania and Northern Mozambique, and Alternative Futures for the Region of Telluride, CO. Before he came to UVA, 
he worked five years in the Center for Geographic Analysis at Harvard University. Dr. Huang holds a Doctor of Design 
from the Harvard Graduate School of Design, and a Master of Science degree in Landscape Design and Planning from 
Peking University, China. 
 

 
Andrew Mondschein 
Assistant Professor 
Urban and Environmental Planning 
413 Campbell Hall, 434-924-1044 
mondschein@virginia.edu 
 
Andrew Mondschein, PhD AICP, is an assistant professor of urban and 
environmental planning at the University of Virginia School of Architecture. He 
studies transportation systems and travel behavior, seeking to foster equitable, 
sustainable accessibility in cities and regions.  He addresses a rapidly changing 
terrain of transportation and information technologies, identifying means to assert 

social imperatives during a period of engineered urban transformation.  His research emphasizes the role of information, 
both experienced and measured, in fostering individual- and community-level capability and control over 
mobility.  Recent projects include: community-based control of local streets during vehicle automation; web-based 
cognitive mapping approaches to understanding walkability and well-being in Delhi, India; and wearable, mobile sensing 
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to enable community-centered planning and design for urban streets.  Andrew teaches a range of transportation 
courses, as well as masters and PhD methods.  He received a BA in architecture from Yale University and MA and PhD 
in urban planning from UCLA and practiced as a transportation and land use planner at Gruen Associates in Los 
Angeles. 
 

 
Suzanne Morse Moomaw 
Associate Professor 
Urban and Environmental Planning 
109 Campbell Hall, 434-924-6459  
swm2x@virginia.edu 
 
Suzanne Morse Moomaw is Associate Professor of Urban and Environmental 
Planning, Director of Undergraduate Studies, and Director, Community Design 
Research Center at the University of Virginia School of Architecture. Before coming 
to UVA, she had a distinguished career in the nonprofit and philanthropic world as 
the founding president and chief executive officer of the Pew Partnership for Civic 

Change and Director of Programs at the Kettering Foundation as well as several positions in higher education 
administration. She is the author of Smart Communities: How Citizens and Local Leaders Can Build a Brighter Future 
(Jossey-Bass, 2004; Second Edition, 2010) and Cities Without Work: The Long Road from Boom to Bust (Harvard 
University Press, 2019) as well as numerous other publications. She currently serves on the Kettering Foundation Board 
of Trustees and the Albemarle Housing Improvement Board of Directors. She was a member of the National Academies 
Expert Committee on Urban Sustainability (2015-16) and held Fellowships at the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities 
and the Institute for Advanced Learning and Research at Virginia Tech. She is a current Fellow at the Institute for 
Advanced Technology in the Humanities. In 2015, she received the All-University Teaching award and in 2017, the 
Outstanding Teaching Award from the Virginia Chapter of the American Planning Association. She holds a Ph.D. from 
The University of Alabama.  
 
 

Jenny Roe 
Mary Irene DeShong Professor of Design and Health 
Director of the Center of Design and Health 
418 Campbell Hall, 434-982-4567 
jjr4b@virginia.edu 
 
Jenny Roe is DeShong Professor of Design and Health and the Director of the 
Center for Design and Health, School of Architecture, University of Virginia (UVa).  
She is an environmental psychologist and a specialist researcher in restorative 
environments. Her research targets hard-to-reach communities in order to quantify 

the benefits of good urban planning and design to health and wellbeing.  Recent research includes a study of how our 
cities can be better designed to promote mobility in older people; a study exploring how interventions in urban woodlands 
can contribute to stress recovery in deprived communities; and a study exploring the effects of short-term tactical urban 
interventions on wellbeing.  Prior to her current career in academia, she was Principal Landscape Architect in a multi-
disciplinary architectural practice in London called Sprunt specialising in social housing, educational and healthcare 
design.   She is Fellow of the Center for Urban Design and Mental Health and advisor to the Urban Land Institute 
initiative on Building Healthy Places.   
 
Weblinks:  http://cdh.arch.virginia.edu/ 
http://www.arch.virginia.edu/faculty/Jenny_Roe 
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Jessica Sewell 
Associate Professor 
Urban and Environmental Planning and American Studies 
Co-Director, Center for Cultural Landscapes 
Peyton 108, 434-925-6448 
Jes4gd@virginia.edu  

 
Jessica Sewell’s research focuses on the relationships between gender and 
architecture, urban space, and material culture. Her book Women and the Everyday 
City: Public Space in San Francisco, 1890-1915 (University of Minnesota, 2011) 

explores how gendered public spaces were imagined, built, and used between 1890 and 1915, making visible the 
interdependence between changes in the everyday lives of women, the urban cultural landscape, and gender 
ideology.  Her current research looks at the question of men in private space, focusing on the bachelor pad as a site of 
masculine fantasy and an urbanized counterpoint to the suburban home in the 1950s-60s United States. She is also 
author of the app Exploring Suzhou, which provides a cultural landscapes tour of the Chinese city of Suzhou. Jessica 
Sewell joined UVA in 2016 from Xi’an Jiaotong-Liverpool University in Suzhou, China, where she served as Head of the 
Department of Urban Planning and Design and Chair of the Built Environment Cluster. As cluster chair, she oversaw 
collaboration between the Departments of Architecture, Civil Engineering, and Urban Planning and Design, led the team 
creating a new MSc in Urban Design, and spearheaded the creation of relationships with firms and universities in China 
and beyond.  Before moving to China, she held Assistant Professor positions at Boston University in Art History and 
American Studies and at New York University in Interdisciplinary Studies, specializing in cities. 

 
 
Barbara Wilson 
Assistant Professor 
Co-Founder of Design Futures Student Leadership Forum 
Urban and Environmental Planning 
105 Peyton, 434-924-4779 
bbwilson@virginia.edu 

Barbara Brown Wilson is an Assistant Professor of Urban and Environmental Planning at 
the University of Virginia. Dr. Wilson’s research and teaching focus on the history, theory, 
ethics, and practice of sustainable community design and development, and on the role 

of urban social movements in the built world. She writes for both academic and mainstream audiences, and is the author 
of Resilience for All: Striving for Equity through Community-Driven Design (Island Press: 2018), and co-author of 
Questioning Architectural Judgement: The Problem of Codes in the United States (Routledge: 2013). Her research is 
often change-oriented, meaning she collaborates with community partners to identify opportunities for engaged and 
integrated sustainable community development that creates knowledge to serve both local and educational communities. 
Wilson also participated in the founding of several academic and practical organizations in the community-engaged 
design sphere, including the Design Futures Student Leadership Forum, the Equity Collective, the SEED Network, the 
University of Texas Public Interest Design Program, and the Austin Community Design and Development Center. Wilson 
has won numerous local and national awards for her community-engaged design efforts and is recognized as one of the 
“top 100 leaders in Public Interest Design.” 
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Shelley Miller 
Department Assistant 
226 Campbell Hall 
434-924-1428 phone  
swm3r@virginia.edu 
 
 
 
Shelley joined the Department of Urban and Environmental Planning in the fall of 
2016.  She also assists the Department of Architectural History.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

*In addition to these full-time faculty and lecturers, a number of additional adjunct faculty and practitioners offer courses 
each year. Please see the website for full details.  
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